2" Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) St. Monica’s Parish April 26 & 27, 2014
Holy Popes! The Canonization of John XXII1 & John Paul 1l (Part 1)

Theories abound as to why Pope Francis decided to canonize both John XXIII and John Paul Il on April
27. Some imagine it as a politically strategic move on the part of Francis to unify a divided Church, reconciling
the divisions between the bearers of the “spirit of Vatican II” and the disciples of a robust, doctrinaire Pope.
They reduce the lives of these two great men to be the adventures of a progressive pope who dreamed up the
Council and a conservative pope who put the brakes on the speed of its implementation. Nothing could be
further from the truth!

The church doesn’t canonize people to make them into banners or standards under which groups can
assemble and march. Rather, the church offers the lives of outstanding women and men such as Angelo
Roncalli and Karol Wojtyla to present to us models of holiness. Yes, John XXIII will be forever linked to the
dream and convocation of the Ecumenical Council we now know as Vatican Il, and John Paul Il will be forever
linked to a new era of a truly global Church that took its message from the home office on the Tiber to the ends
of the earth. But even more than those historical factors, John XXIII and John Paul Il modeled for us the call to
holiness and reminded us, by the simplicity and joy of their Gospel-rooted lives, that we, too, are called to be
saints. The Church is the “home of holiness,” and holiness is our most accurate image, our authentic calling
card and our greatest gift to the world. It describes best who and what we are, and strive to be.

That a person is declared a Saint is not a statement about perfection: that the person was without
imperfection, blindness, or sin. Nor is it an evaluation of a particular pontificate or of the Vatican. Canonization
means that a person lived his or her life with God, relying totally on God’s infinite mercy, going forward with
God’s strength and power, believing in the impossible, loving enemies and persecutors, forgiving in the midst
of evil and violence, hoping beyond all hope, and leaving the world a better place: that there is a force or spirit
animating his or her life that is not of this world. These persons show us a glimpse of the greatness and holiness
to which we are all called, and shows us the face of God as we journey on our pilgrim way on earth.

St. John XXIII and St. John Paul Il were gifts of God to the world at very specific moments in history.
They remind us that the Lord provides for the Church the shepherds we need at the right moments. That they
receive the highest honor of our Church on the same day is a statement to the world that the Church’s best
calling card is still holiness, and that Vatican Il was their dream, their life’s work, their vision and their gift to
the world. The world is a better place because Angelo Roncalli and Karol Wojtyla handed their dream on to us.
Fr. Thomas Rosica CSB

CEQ, Salt and Light Catholic Television Network

ST. MONICA’S PARISH PILGRIMAGE
GREECE: IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE APOSTLE PAUL
October 15-25, 2014 - LED BY FR. RAYMOND LAFONTAINE
EXTRA TRAVEL PRESENTATION ADDED:

Thursday, May 1, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
St. Monica’s Rectory: 6405 de Terrebonne, Montreal
Registration/Info: Stephen Pickford, Aladdin Travel Agency 514-489-5723 or aladdin@aladdincorp.com

PASTORAL REPORT FROM BISHOP TOM
All parishioners are invited to come to a parish meeting with Bishop Thomas Dowd in the
church on Tuesday, May 6" at 7:00 p.m. Bishop Tom returns to St. Monica’s to share with us
a PowerPoint presentation of his reflections on the health and vitality of our parish, and
recommendations for future orientations, inspired by his pastoral visitation here from February
22 to March 2, 2014. It promises to be a fascinating evening! Ministry leaders, and all those
who met with Bishop Tom in February, are particularly encouraged to attend.



MASS INTENTIONS APRIL 26 TO MAY 4, 2014

Saturday, April 26 Easter Octave

4:00 Leona Clarke, Fioravante Rotiroti,
Leonard & Terry Winslade, Mike Kilbertus, Deceased
members of Charles J. McDonald Family, Edgardo Poce,
Alessandro Palladini, Angelo Caucci.
Sunday, April 27 Second Sunday of Easter

/ Divine Mercy Sunday

By Vivian Teodori

By the Family

St. Peter Chanel

By Vincenzina and Michele
Ferrara

St. Catherine of Siena

By Claudia & George

St. Pius V., Pope

By sister Berardina Fiori
& Family

St. Joseph the Worker

By his mother Edda
Nardinocchi
St. Athanasius

By the Brabant family

St. Philip & St. James

8:00 lole Falciani By the Family & Friends
Sunday, May 4 Third Sunday of Easter

8:30 In Loving Memory: Natalina Donati Ceccucci, Soledad
& Adolfo Gomez, Matteo John Palumbi.

11:00 Flavio Ricci By the Family

8:30  Guglielmo Teodori

11:00 Antonio Ricci
Monday, April 28

8:00 Pietro, Giovanna,
Americo & Argeo Forlini
Tuesday, April 29

8:00 Eva Ciampini
Wednesday, April 30

8:00 Marianna Fiori

Thursday, May 1
8:00 Cruciano Nardinocchi

Friday, May 2

8:00 Bob Brabant
Saturday, May 3

Adult Faith Education

Our celebration of the abundance of life
which is Easter continues with a
special adult faith presentation on
Wednesday, April 30, 2014 from 7:15
- 9:00 p.m. in the parish hall. Ms.
Theresa Murphy will present “God’s
Call to Me: Abundant Life!!” She will
explore with us some necessary tools
that will help us break through the cycle
of negativity that can keep us stuck,
overwhelmed and anxious, so that we
can embrace the abundant life that is
our birthright and call as God's
children. Free babysitting is available
upon request at registration for this
event. Please register by April 28.

Pleage refer to our Grochure, website and
the posters at the Church entrances for
additional information. Jf registration
is required, kindCy use the appropriate
sign-up sheets at the wmain church

entrance or contact Anna at the office.

Your Generosity...
Thank you for your on-going support of our parish...Collection for
the weekend of April 19/20, 2014 totalled $6,325.25; Holy
Thursday for St. Monica’s Food Pantry totalled $2,305.00; and
Good Friday for the Holy Land collection totalled $2,220.00

PALM CROSS FUNDRAISER
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this year’s
palm cross fundraiser in support of The Jason Fund.
Through your generosity, $733.28 was raised.

HOT DOG SALE
Our Loyola boys will be selling hot dogs and drinks after
the 11 am Mass next Sunday, May 4. Please come and
support their parish project.

JEWELRY & USED BOOK SALE
Our Villa girls will be selling jewelry and used books after
the 11 am Mass next weekend (May 4) in support of
breast cancer prevention. Please come out and support
their efforts!

BAKE SALE

Don't forget to bake, buy or both next
weekend! Baked goods can be
dropped off on Saturday, May 3™ from
9 am until noon or after 2:30 pm, and
on Sunday, May 4™ after 8:15 am.
Please indicate on your baking if it
contains nuts.

LIVING ROSARY
To celebrate the month of Mary, please
join us in reciting the rosary in a very
special way. On Saturday, May 3 at
3:15 pm or Sunday, May 4 at 10:15
am we will become the living rosary!




